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   Last week I was driving my pickup on I-5 when a 
rock flew off of a truck tire in front of me and hit my 
windshield with a sound similar to a gunshot. After a 
few well chosen expletives, I began thinking about 
riding safety. More specifically, about eye protection 
and the impact resistance required to deflect a good 
sized rock traveling at a high closing speed rate. I 
think it is safe to say we all consider our eyesight as 
precious. 
   An hour of research on the internet regarding 
safety eyewear was helpful, but information over-
load. I would need a government grant, a staff, and 
three years to sort through it all.   There are other 
options available for eye coverage such as full face 
helmets, but that is a topic for another article.  
Some general points to consider when selecting 
protective eyewear are obvious: 
Close-fitting, wrap-around eyewear to avoid wind, 

dust, and debris from blowing in around the 
edges is a basic must-have. Some eyewear 
comes with foam eyecups, but a little air circula-
tion is needed to avoid fogging, so be certain 
there are vents. 

Lens tint is a matter of personal preference. Shades 
of copper provide the best contrast, but grey 
and brown are best at maintaining true color. 
Nearly all manufacturers offer photo chromatic 
lenses. Personally, I prefer two sets of eyewear, 
one clear and the other tinted for different envi-
ronments.  A few close encounters with deer at 
dusk and dawn will help you decide. 

Ultraviolet protection from both A and B rays is im-
portant. Medical research has linked UV rays to 
the development of cataracts. Fortunately, most 
quality riding eyewear provides adequate pro-
tection but also look for eyewear that prevents 

sunlight incursion from the sides. 
Check for distortion around the edges of the lens. 

Hold them out at arm length and move them 
around a little; if there is distortion you will see 
it.  A full field of undistorted vision is critical. 
Polarized lenses are great for boating and fish-
ing, but I am not a big fan of that type of lens 
when I am riding. 

Lens coating, scratch resistance, and impact pro-
tection are closely related. The best impact re-
sistance would seem to be a polycarbonate 
lens. There are several derivatives of impact 
resistant plastics. However, we donôt need to go 
there because itôs way too technical for this mis-
sive.  Most poly carbonate lenses have a coat-
ing on them to reduce glare and scratch marks 
from cleaning and normal use but, unfortu-
nately, they are not scratch resistant so look for 
a titanium dioxide coating.  What about impact 
resistance? The American National Standards 
Institute recommends an ANSI rating of Z 87.1. 
If you are unfamiliar with ANSI, it is not a gov-
ernment agency. It is an independent testing 
laboratory that reputable manufacturers volun-
tarily submit their products for testing and rat-
ings.  Somehow I find that comforting. 

   The bottom line is this:  Do not skimp on quality 

eyewear protection and always select eyewear spe-

cifically engineered for riding a motorcycle. There 

are a lot of poor quality products on the market so 

itôs imperative to buy from a reputable manufac-

turer.  You get what you pay for. 

APPROPRIATE  
PROTECTIVE EYEWEAR  
CRITICAL FOR RIDERS  

AND  
PASSENGERS 

Safety Officer  
 Larry Cole  

More money is spent on gardening than on any other 
hobby!  
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Joe Saltarello General  

Manager AMC Harley -

Davidson  

REFERRAL REWARD PROGRAM  
MAKE AN EASY $100!!  

The greatest compliment we can receive from our customers 
is to have them recommend us to their family and friends. 

 
In appreciation of your loyalty and support, 

each time you refer someone to AMC 
who purchases a new motorcycle from us 

and mentions your name at the time of sale, 
you will receive a $100.00 gift certificate to AMC.  

YOU CAN WIN 1 OF 12 H -D    
MOTORCYCLES 

Just go to AMCHD.com and click on 
this icon for all of the details  

Next time you are in be sure and check out 

all of the HOT leather like this  

Men's Victory Lap Leather Jacket  
 

Genuine distressed leather jacket has mandarin collar 
and Screamin' Eagle® graphic across chest. Poly twill 

lining, zippered cuffs and zippered hand-warmer 
pockets and one inside pocket. Embroidered Harley-
Davidson® Racing and Screamin' Eagle® graphics.  

 
MSRP US $350.00 - US $360.00 per size and/or color 

 
Contact us for pricing and availability. 

javascript:void(0);


Vol. 26  No. 05  Page 3 

Greetings! 

 
As the month of May quickly approaches, so does the nice riding weather.....YAHOO! 
The Chapter is on the go for this summer and it is shaping up to be one of the largest 
attended Chapter riding seasons in recent history. This is thanks to ALL OF YOU...the 
members. So far we have four Chapter ñOvernightersò planned and with other friends 
overnighters it could count as many as six!  
 
The ñTuesday Night Dinner Ridesò have been most enjoyable with an average of 
around 12 people going each week. This is a great way to get together informally and 
sample the valleyôs cuisine in a relaxed atmosphere with friends. After all, we need to 
ñstimulateò the economy, right? Just trying to do whatôs good for the Chapter and the 
Country. Anyone can join in and suggest a favorite eatery, then lead the ride if you 
wish. We are happy to ride out to the out-lying areas to meet up with any of our mem-
bers if it be Keizer, Junction City, Sweethome, Alsea....just let us know. Those of you 
who are new to the group, this is a great way to make new friends on a smaller scale 
than the meeting days, it is very laid back and casual. Thank you to Steve Craig for 

getting this off the ground and going, it is a lot of fun and I know I look forward to it every week. 
 
Larry & Lori Cole are working hard on getting the ñRiddle Rideò completed for us. Prizes are being collected and the route 
planned out. This is no easy task as a lot of hard work goes into planning this annual event. One of my goals for this chapter is to 
see that the ñRiddle Rideò becomes Pioneer H.O.G.s ñsignatureò ride, the ride we are known for. Many motorcycle clubs and 
chapters can do Poker Runs, and they are fun, no doubt, but the ñRiddle Rideò offers a little something more, something unique. 
So lets all get behind this fun ride and encourage your friends that are not members to come along. Details will follow shortly so 
be on the look out.  
 
Once again, and I am sure you may tire of hearing me say this, but that wont stop me....but we really appreciate and want your 
input as chapter members. This is YOUR chapter, and it is YOU that makes it what it is....FUN! I personally would love to see 
more past members re-join or even hook up with us on some rides.  
With out all of the past members, there would be no present members. All past officers, you have the experience and knowledge 
of what it takes to keep the chapter running smoothly and I thank each and every one of you for bringing us along to where we 
are today. I would love for past members and officers to come see how their work from the past has grown us to what we are 
now; to join in and live the dream that you had for the chapter ...to ride and have fun. You earned it with all the work you put into 
Pioneer H.O.G. and the work has been passed on to the current officers who are doing a great job. So thank you again to all 
past members and officers for your hard work and dedication. Thank you to the 2009 Officers. Thank you to all who will be willing 
to become part of this great bunch of friends....no, family. Thank you for everything you do.  

Director Dana Johnston  

MILLION MILE MONDAY  
 

A MILLION REASONS TO RIDE 

 
What if H.O.G.® members around the 
world committed themselves to all riding ñtogetherò on one particular day? 
How far could they go? Weôll find out on Million Mile Monday ï Monday, 
June 29, 2009 ï as H.O.G. members band together and attempt to ride a 
cumulative million miles in one day. And we want you to be a part of it! 
 
Ride alone. Ride with friends. Ride to work. Ride around the neighbor-
hood. The point is, just ride (and have fun)! When youôre done, log on to 
members.hog.com to register your miles watch the ñvirtual odometerò as it 
spins toward 5,000,000 ï and beyond! (Deadline: NOON CT, Tuesday, 
June 30.) 
 
Thatôs all there is to it. Details about registering your miles will be avail-
able on members.hog.com when you sign in. Itôs just for fun, just for 
H.O.G. members, and just a great excuse to make Monday more exciting 
by sharing the road with fellow members around the world! 


